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1 INTRODUCTION For a better understanding of processes affecting underground biodiversity in forest ecosystems, a reliable characterisation of root spatial
distribution Is Indispensable. This work aims to introduce a set of methodologies, which are (1) statistically based, (2) easy to use in conjunction with conventional
root sampling techniques (e.g. root trench, coring) and (3) generic and suitable to describe the spatial heterogeneity of root distribution in European forests.
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